The Pursuit - ['aventure: Halifax

Aboard the Michaela -

a handsome, 35-foot sloop sailboat - a sailing novice learns how to cruise the
Nova Scotian sea like the pirates did hundreds of years ago: with brains, bravery
and the breeze. Under the command of the fearless Captain Dave DeWolfe,
re:porter writer Jon Tattrie brushes up on his knowledge of the Halifax region’s
age-old nautical history and casts off into choppy waters for an adventure-
driven trip, where not everything is always quite so smooth sailing
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The Pursuit - ["aventure: Halifax

A bord du Michaela,

un joli sloop de 35 pieds, un novice apprend & naviguer les eaux de Nouvelle-
Ecosse comme le faisaient les pirates il y a des siécles : avec leur téte, une dose de
courage et la brise marine. Sous les ordres de I'intrépide capitaine Dave DeWolfe,
Jon Tattrie, notre re:porter, révise I’histoire navale de la région d’Halifax. Ayant
largué les amarres, il s’aventure dans ces eaux tumultueuses pour une aventure -
découverte ot il lui faudra parfois louvoyer, faute d’avoir le vent en poupe
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Oak Island emerges from the mist as we sail
out of Chester Basin, Nova Scotia. The mor-
ning chop sloshes against the hull as the sails
pull us closer to the pirates’ treasure.

Our captain, Dave DeWolfe, tells us that
two centuries ago a teenage boy saw the
strangest thing on this island: a hole. The
boy began making that hole bigger. He found
logs he imagined were pirate traps, rocks
with cryptic carvings and coconuts a long
way from the Caribbean. He dug deep, in-
explicably certain that Captain Kidd’s pirate
treasure hid under the next rock.

His abject failure deterred no one, and
generations of gold diggers have attacked the
island with increasingly menacing machin-
ery. Six men have died in that hole.

We speculate about the two giant cranes
pawing at the dirt as the island’s current
owners get ready to shoot season four of The
Curse of Oak Island. Treasure hunters have
poured millions of dollars into the Money Pit,

Above: Master and apprentice - Captain Dave
DeWolfe with first-time sailor Jon Tattrie (in blue). Le
maitre et 'apprenti — ls capitaine Dave DeWolfe et le
mousse Jon Tattrie (en bleu).

We're sailing
like the pirates
did, with wind,
brains and

a boat. Tels
des pirates,
nous utilisons
le vent,

notre téte et
un bateau.
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Right: In Nova Scotia the sea can be seen, felt and
heard at every turn. En Nouvelle-Ecosse, la mer se voit,
s’entend et se sent & chaque détour du chemin.

and have found exactly nothing. As they say:
when there’s a gold rush, the wise person
starts selling shovels. Or hosting TV shows.

We tack away from Oak Island and head
for open waters. We're after a more tangible
treasure: learning to sail like the pirates did
hundreds of years ago, with wind, brains and
a boat. Dave is literally teaching me the ropes
on his two-day RYA Start Yachting Course.
Actually, he’s teaching me that they’re called
lines, sheets, mainsheets and jib sheets, but
never ropes.

I stare at him blankly. About the only
thing I understood was “keel over,” which
apparently can actually happen on a boat.
I’'m pretty sure he told me to heave to, and
my land-lover’s stomach agrees. Having
spent a lifetime watching boats of all sizes
travel the Nova Scotian coast, I decided it was
about time I learned how they work. I love
the Maritime’s maritime history, and Dave’s
course teaches you how to sail in modern
times - and how to do it like it’s 1899.

He reminds me about the line again, and [
start hauling it in. The cut of our jib changes,

" pulling the mainsheet over, and we swiftly

change course. After the morning session,
Dave tells me 'm unconsciously incompe-
tent. Basically, I don’t know that I don’t
know how to sail.

Dave, an RYA/MCA Yachtmaster in-
structor and Sail Canada Advanced Cruising
instructor, often gives this course to couples
who have just splashed out on a new boat and
belatedly decided to learn to sail. He rec-
ommends doing it the other way around. If
you've always dreamed of being captain of
your own yacht, sail away with Dave for two
days and one night. You’ll know ifit’s for you.

apprendre 4 naviguer comme les pirates le
faisaient il v a des centaines d’années, grice
au vent, a leur cervelle et 4 un bateau. Dave
m’apprend les ficelles du métier durant ce
stage de deux jours du RYA Start Yachting
Course. Il m’enseigne les écoutes, grand voile
et foc, et que jamais on ne dit « ficelle ».

1n peu ahuri. Le seul vocabulaire
« roulis », qui en

Je le fixe
marin que je connaisse est

général me donne le « tournis » comme en

'l;%muﬁim_:i.ll' les protestations de mon estomac
de terrien.
des bateaux de toutes sortes longer les rives

Aprés une vie passée a observer
de la Nouvelle-Ecosse, j'ai décidé qu’il étail

grand temps de les voir de plus pres. J'adore
’histoire maritime des Maritimes et le cours
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It’s also an amazing way to spend two days in
Nova Scotia, a province that prides itself as
Canada’s ocean playground.

The first explorers arrived here on foot
10,000 years ago from the west. They figured
out how to turn birch trees into sleek canoes
that could handle the ocean waves, or navi-
gate shallow streams and rapids. When the
Mi’kmagq First Nation encountered European
traders in the 1400s, they quickly adapted to
the type of sailing I'm learning today.

A short sail west would bring us into
Halifax Harbour, home of Canada’s East Coast
navy. Statues and museums pay tribute to
the people’s saltwater veins. If Nova Scotia’s
coastline were stretched out, you could eas-

Nova Scotia
is Canada’s
ocean
playground.
La Nouvelle-
Fcosse est
un terrain
d’'aventures
nautiques.
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ily walk to Africa. Pretty much anywhere you
stand in Nova Scotia is within 40 kilometres
of the ocean. The whole place is basically a big
wharf for people who pull a livelihood out of
the Atlantic.

Dave teaches aboard his handsome, 35-
foot Swedish-built sloop, the Michaela. The
gorgeous little yacht can see in the dark,
through fog and under water, thanks to the
top-end tech on board. It can almost sail itself
and knows how to call nearby vessels. A re-
cent passenger used up some minutes on the
satellite phone by calling his family in New
Zealand. Students learn how to read charts,
how to plot and keep a course with the high-
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Dave shows
how the old-
school paper
charts work.
Dave montre
comment
utiliser une
carte marine.
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de deux jours et une nuit avec Dave. Vous sau
rez vite si ¢’est pour vous.

1 est aussi fabuleux de passer deux jours
en Nouvelle-Ecosse, une province qui est
fiere d’étre le terrain d’aventures nautiques
du Canada.

Les premiers explorateurs y sont arrivés
a pied, de I'ouest, il y a 10 000 ans. Dans le
bouleau, ils sont parvenus a tailler des canots
capables d’affronter les vagues de I'océan,
les ruisseaux peu profonds et les rapides.
Lorsque la Premiére nation Mi'kmaq a ren-
contré les marchands européens vers 1400,
ils se sont vite adaptés au style de naviga-
tion que j'essaie d’apprendre aujourd’hui.
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tech navigational systems, how to stay safe
when in command of a boat, the “rules of the
road” and how to work with the wind when
they need to sail their course without engines.

But sometimes things go wrong, so Dave
ensures that everyone who takes his course
can handle the yacht with the same tech-
nology sailors have been using to sail this
coast for hundreds of years. He shows how
the paper charts work and how to use dead
reckoning to sail home if you lose electricity.
If Dave tacked through a stitch in time and
found himself sailing with Captain Kidd, he’d
have no problem crewing the ship. He wants
us to have the same confidence.

“This is my spirituality - out at sea,” Dave
tells me. He was born in the university town
of Wolfville, the “only place in Nova Scotia
where PhDs outnumber the seagulls,” he
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Left: Aboard the Michaela, Captain Dave uses both
topnotch tech and old-school methods. A bord de
la Michaela, le Capitaine Dave utilise aussi bien les
méthodes modernes que celles de la vieille école.

laments. In the 1960s, he trained as a hy- | “This is my
drographer, and he has spent five decades . )
on the water. Most years, he’s out more than Spll’ltuahty e
100 days. ”
In the winter, he switches to skiing. He’s out at sea,
wearing a Canadian Ski Patrol T-shirt, and he | Dave says.
is indeed a trained ski rescuer. Dave DeWolfe :
is the kind of man who wears a T-shirt only | C'est ma
when he means it. Did I mention he’s 74? Spl ritualité —
As we tack toward home, a mist

has lifted on the mysterious world | €N MEI »,
of sailing. I can see in part how it dit Dave

all works - the wind, the brains and the
boat. Dave confirms what I know in my
heart to be true. I have advanced. I am con-

systémes de 1

navigation sophistiqués, a res-
pecter la sécurité quand ils sont a la barre, les
« regles de circulation » et comment mettre
le vent a profit lorsqu’ils doivent naviguer
sans moteur.

Parfois, les choses se gatent; aussi Dave
vous apprend & manceuvrer le bateau avec les
mémes technologies que les marins utilisent
sur ces rives depuis des centaines d’années. 11
montre comment utiliser une carte en papier
et naviguer a I'estime pour rallier le port en
cas de panne électrique. Si Dave remontait
le temps pour naviguer avec Captain Kidd, il

sciously incompetent. @®

n’aurait aucun probleme a guider le navire. If
veut nous instiller la méme confiance.

« C’est ma spiritualité - en mer », m’ex
plique Dave. Il est né dans la ville universitaire
de Wolfville, « le seul endroit de toute la
Nouvelle-Ecosse ot il y a plus de doctorats

que de mouettes », se lamente-t-il. Dans
les années 1960, aprés une formation d’hy
drographe, il a passé cinq ans sur 'eau. En
moyenne, il navigue plus de cent jours par an.

L'hiver, il est moniteur de ski. Il arbore
d’ailleurs un t-shirt Canadian Ski Patrol et est
sauveteur certifié. Dave DeWolfe est le genre
de gars 4 ne porter un t-shirt que s’il a un
sens. Ai-je mentionné qu’ila74 ans ?

En mettant le cap sur le port, je peux dire
que le voile s’est levé sur le monde mysté

onfi

e ce que

la tactique et le bateau. D«
jé i, Désormais, je

soupconnais : jai progress

suis conscient de mon incompetence, @8
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Travel Information — informations sur lifinéraire

Airport Location
Halifax Stanfield International Airport is located 35 km/22
miles from Halifax city centre and 83 km/51 miles from
Marriotts Cove, the home of Discovery Sailing.
Laéroport international Stanfield de Halifax est & 35 km
du centre-ville de Halifax et a 83 km de Marriotts Cove,
la base de Discovery Sailing.

By Taxi
Taxi to Halifax: CAN $63.
Discovery Sailing can arrange
taxi pick-up from the airport.
Taxi pour le centre-ville :
63 $CAD. Discovery Sailing
peut arranger un service de
transfert de I'aéroport.

Porter Escapes
Porter Escapes offers
air and hotel packages to
simplify your travel.
Evasions Porter propose
des forfaits vols et hotels pour
simplifier votre voyage.
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